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The first edition of this book was entitled 
Field Studies in Catastrophic Geology. 
This new edition is greatly enlarged and 
contains an introduction by John K. 
Reed and an afterword, written for the 
first edition, by the late Henry M. Morris. 
The illustrations for the ten chapters of 
Geology by Design are generally larger 
and of better quality than those of the 
original monograph. A glossary of terms, 
an index, and an extensive reference 
section are included. In most cases the 
terminology employed is defined within 
the context of the specific discussion. 
Questions at the end of each chapter 
will encourage readers to determine 
what concepts they have retained in 
their study. 

The uniformitarian geological time- 
scale is introduced along with its de- 
ficiencies. So-called natural history 


and actual science are differentiated. 
The attempts of creation geologists to 
develop a Flood/young-earth timescale 
are discussed. One of the major differ- 
ences between a uniformitarian model 
with an inflated age of the earth and a 
Flood/young-earth model is the way geo- 
logic energy is thought to be expended. 
The uniformitarian view is one of local 
low energy expenditure over long, long 
periods of time under conditions such as 
sedimentation in riverbeds and shallow 
seas. The Flood/young-earth approach 
entails massive energy expenditure dur- 
ing the Deluge (erosion, sedimentation, 
and volcanism) in a brief period of time. 
Basically, it is uniformitarianism versus 
catastrophism. 

The above thesis sets the tone for the 
remainder of the book. Froede presents 
various geological features in the rock 


record, along with ample photographs 
to demonstrate what is being described. 
The two origins models and their com- 
parative validity in postulating how a 
particular structure was formed are 
discussed. These features include (a) 
imagined paleoenvironments that were 
buried under sediments, (b) storm de- 
posits, (c) buried “ancient” soil horizons, 
(d) laterites and ferricretes, (e) sedimen- 
tary structures formed by violent earth 
movement (seismites), (f) rounded sedi- 
mentary material, (g) ripple marks, (h) 
clays derived from volcanic ash emitted 
from subaqueous and aerial eruptions, as 
well as their importance in the geologic 
record, such as the formation of petrified 
wood, etc., and (i) turbidites. 

The text, combined with abundant 
illustrations, makes for easy readiiig 
and visual comprehension. If you enjoy 
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